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consent bill is signed into law. :• '•
TIIE PROBI^M with the .bill t<>'. ;£'! y""'.
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ByJIM GOODMAN

Slad writer -

led'i

Ke^;ige:oFconse„.aq6.SanU.,:::>^^
gelo said/Is that it provides, crimmd

•'penalties for things'""
ting" and kissing
seduction!

The. consent

Gpv! Brendan T.'Byrne is,consider-"
ing' a partial veto pf legislation«to
maintain New Jersey's age; of sexual
consentat.l6. .'•• • ;
, Byrne has not changed his support
of the'effort to,keep the consent age
itself at'16. But he is considering his"

i legal staff's objections Uiat. some.
parts of. the legislation, are too

"drastic.,
The governor's press aide,' Joseph

Santangelo,' insisted yesterday thpt
Byrne'"has not- madp up "his mind

' about'thepartial Vetol ,
^ i .Under the how state criminal code-
11 that.is to take effect In September;

the age of sexual consent would' be
•lowered to 13 unless the 16-year-old

hrough both
lure altera wave ofpu P - jv •"nhnuiNPon.vensuaP seX'lamonsf-flarlSvpvI^}"".7 ,T," " „ • ni pnHo rhnrppd " about'consensual' sex-^amongf^lyvilY!;^Critics, of the penal code pn^^fedy , ^ ^
that, in.effect, the code was asserting^ ™ -
thai lalvear^lds had the right to.' . cutions.are rare. ,t,

- • -v • . •...'ly'vlVi;!

p

thal.T3-ypar— - .
.,have;sex.'Defenders hrgued that ;.the

code merely attempted •to keep14-.•
and 15-year-oids fbm being" subject-

• ed to the criminal process., v; • ;
..The defenders wanted to create a

• four-year age . gap,, provision: , that ,
would inake it a*crime for anyone ;
over.16 to/have sexual relatioi^.wU^

Th© n6w
adjustment to its tolerance oi contemno authorizes judges to include restitution-to«•
rary sexual mores. contempo- . crime victims in. sentencing, but whatt

The bitter debate ovpr.whothn.. #i,«. intrigues us isthat the new law empoweiBv^i
prosecutors to .appeal - limited only bit-J
double-jeopardy.conslderations - andte§includes appeals of sentences that are ma&- \
ifestly too lenient, t ".'.r?;-

-- J ^O.

The bitter debate over whether the age of
sexual consent should be 13 or 16 —also
whether sex between consenting homosex
uals should be illegal still - obscured sev
eral praiseworthy and far more important
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•disparity in criminal penalties by creaTing nizte^th^^"^ p̂rovision recp^S
four degrees of crime, each category, with a f ^"tercst in sentencing^/ail^ liS- ^
built-in range of sentencing, ancfassigning' motrr f" d® .further weight againstthpi^*;'each offense to one of them. It also modern? tTon ih!?®" h" ConstituA
izes the law. for example making polluting mni ®^°^® ^^ '̂"linal irialsil''
with hazardous or toxic wastes a serious hlT discretion. The publj^c^ '̂v
crime.and codifying credit card fraud wh?.Mc >nterest in the, administration. bf! .'.

• • . • wnai IS, alter all, its laws. • I '


