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stott Wrler © “ .+ ' THE PROBLEM with the: brll to
/.2 . Kkeep'the age.of consent at 16, Santan-_'
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G°" Brendan T Byr ne is consider- gelo said, Is that it provides, crimmal'-

“the! rprimary, election last® month
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o someone four years' younger, g, 5

[:3But :the - bill thatcwiasa 5
through the Legis&ature in’ adviin e.sf
e

loop-hole whichiremoved:crififia

~ Ing’ a. partial veto 9( leglslahon‘to
maintain New Jersey s agevo[ sexual
consent at.16. .

Byrne has- not changed hlS shpport
of the' effort to keep the consent age..

itself at ‘16, But he is consndermg his-
i legal staff’s’ ob)ectlons that, some,

parts of the . leglslatton are too
drastic s

~ "The governors press aide, Joseph
Santangelo' insisted * yesterday - thgt
Byrnehas not: madp up his mind
about‘the partial veto. |

; . .Under:the new state crfmmal code: -
RN that is-lo take effect ‘in September; .

! ed to the criminal process, &, -

’penalhes for things: like “heavy; pet-\" A

ting"’ and kissmg used in attempted
seduchon. KPR

"'The. consent-at-ls, bll] was rushed
. through both houses “of the Legisla-
ture after a wave.of public protest.

. Critics, of 'the penal code charged
that in effect, the code was asserting
that la-year-olds .had .the  right to"
: have:sex.’ Defenders drgued thatithe- ',4_'5
code merely attempted : to keep '14-2
and '15-year-olds thom. bemg sub]ect- 3

L
‘ .

 penalties, ifor; sexual.} activities,'h e-,, i
. | tween.teen-agers under:16}2? B

', In."hearings before: theofblll}{wasﬁg,
‘passed, . law ;. enforcemept,-toﬁielals A
estified ;. that . although complaintsm
. boutv consensual sex- among! earl Fity

cutlons‘ are rare
ﬁ

.'The defenders wanted to create a.
; four-yedr age’: gap,, provision:. that

the age of sexual .consent would’ be " would ‘make it- a- crime for anyone'’

lowered to 13 unless the 16-year old .
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The new code

am
:g?leétafter; ? painful,- l3-monthog::'£gn:fl
ment to its {fole
ra';:ty szxual olts. rance of contempo-
he bitter debate over.wheth

sexual consent should be 13 o:rltt??gzﬁ:; .
- whether sex between consenting homosex:
uals should be illegal still — obscured sey-
eral praiseworthy and far more important
reforms. The code attacks the problem of
. disparnty in criminal penalties by creating’

+ four degrees of crime, each category.witha.: .-
built:in range of sentencing, and*assigning".
.each offense to one of thern, It 3lso modern-
 izes the law, for example making pollnting
~ with hazardous or toxic .wastes a serious

crtme and codifying credit card fraud.
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© We beheve

over 16 to have sexual, relations witht, ‘
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Perhaps the’ most: important ref
authorizes judges:to include restitution;
::’:-::?geuezlzgrlrs)sthn: tslentencmg, but ‘whatic -
prosecutors to a:‘)pea‘la i empowem ,
double-]eopardy considerations — and th

includes appeals of senlences that are man~
lement . '

- nizes t'hc public interest in
as such, it lends furthel weight against
‘most recent mterpretatlon of the
.tion that judges can close

simply on their dwn dlscreuon The publjc
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that Sll(.h 4 provxsxon recoga,,

sentencing,and

of the Constttu-g%
criminal {rials;: 3



